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Established in 1925, the University of  Edinburgh Journal is an editorially independent, 
scholarly, and multi-disciplinary journal with two main aims. First, to publish 
academic and creative writing by students, staff, alumni, and friends of  the 

University of  Edinburgh. Second, to continue to build a detailed archive on the 
history and heritage of  the University and of  its people. Topics covered relate to any 
relevant aspect of  University life – past, present, and future – and are of  interest to 

diverse specialist branches of  the academic community, at home and abroad.
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A Reflection on ‘The Paintings of 
Rashīd al-Dīn’s “Universal History” 
at Edinburgh’

by Professor Hugh Goddard

University of Edinburgh Journal  51: 1 (Summer 2023)  |  7

Editorial Note: Journal for inspiration, this 

focusses on the developments made in Islamic studies of  the past half  century, 
  

The Paintings of Rashīd al-Dīn’s ‘Universal History’ at Edinburgh

by Robert Hillenbrand

First published in the University of  Edinburgh Journal, 

Edinburgh University Press is shortly to publish a substantial monograph 
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A Reflection on ‘The Paintings of Rashīd al-Dīn’s “Universal History” at Edinburgh’  |  Goddard

through the press by Basil Gray, the noted expert on Persian painting who was 

reproduce all seventy miniatures not only in monochrome plates but also in colour, 

circumstances explain why the style of  the Edinburgh manuscript so closely 

With him collapsed the whole administrative apparatus which had underpinned his 

is fascinating to see the incidents of  the the 
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Enthronements and Battles

In the later part of  the manuscript, which deals with Islamic history, the artists 

For depictions of  the enthroned ruler the artists could draw on a millennial Near 

and horses, they testify to the traumatic effect on the Persian mentality of  repeated 

the sides of  the page and crash together in a hideous tangle of  lances, swords 

pictures invites speculation that the presumably Chinese models included not only 

rendered as a series of  interlaced curlicues, mountains of  pyramidal form receding 
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later, all the savage power of  these landscapes had been forgotten, to be replaced 

Calligraphic Mastery of Line

A less obviously Chinese trait in these miniatures is the calligraphic mastery 

draughtsmanship is often nervous rather than smooth and they can be instinct 

Editorial Note: 
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d.
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A reflection on ‘The Paintings of Rashīd al-Dīn’s “Universal 
History” at Edinburgh’

by Hugh Goddard

In its 1974 issue, the University of  Edinburgh Journal published a short article by 

India by Colonel John Baillie of  the East India Company (1772–1833), and then 

in the Journal was the imminent publication, by Edinburgh University Press, of  a 

completed; it was released posthumously in 1976, and was seen through the press 
by Basil Gray, who had been the Keeper of  Oriental Antiquities at the British 

manuscript, the volume also included colour reproductions of  each of  them, in 

being awarded a personal chair in Islamic Art in 1989, and going on to publish, 
among many other things, his Islamic Art and Architecture

published in 2021), and his magisterial survey Islamic Architecture, published by 

World History, most recently the Great 
Mongol 

manuscript have recently come to fruition in the publication of  his The Great Mongol 
Shahnama 
of  all the paintings in the manuscript, which are scattered around the world, in 
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 1

2

Mongols came into contact, in other words the Jews, the Persians, the Muslims, the 

(including Buddha and Buddhism), and, of  course, the Mongols themselves, Boyle 

3

, 

in different manuscripts around the world;4 and then, in Appendix B, a descriptive 
catalogue of  all of  the manuscripts of  the Collected Histories, 5 

illustrations, which were the main focus of  attention by Robert Hillenbrand in his 

all over the world, and have had a place of  honour in numerous exhibitions and 
their catalogues over the past sixty years, especially after the manuscript was 

Iran 6 
With regard 
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a French text which, though entitled Universal History, was actually focused mainly 

[…] given the proximity in time and space between Crusader Acre and 

7

volume on the other and smaller surviving section of  the Arabic text, which is now 

 
8 

Appendix II contains a very helpful table of  all the illustrations contained in the 
9 Since 

 University of  Edinburgh Journal 
 

 
Firstly, utilising the opportunities made available by digital technology, the 

entire text of  the Edinburgh manuscript was digitised in 2010, and made available 
10

11 and which comes from the 

manuscripts from the Islamic World are fully accessible to researchers and the 

th anniversary (in the Western calendar) of  the copying 
of  the Edinburgh fragment of  the World History, the University of  Edinburgh, 
through the Centre for Research Collections and the Alwaleed Centre for the Study 
of  Islam in the Contemporary World, arranged an exhibition about the manuscript 

12 in an 
account on its impact in the annual report of  the Alwaleed Centre for 2014–
2015;13

th
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Tawarikh 14

people visiting the exhibition; in association with the exhibition, two lectures 
about the manuscript, by Sheila Blair and Robert Hillenbrand, were delivered at 

15, 16 

of  visual representation in the Islamic tradition, in her The Praiseworthy One: the 
Prophet Muhammad in Islamic Texts and Images,17

tended to fade from view since around 1800CE

18

mean that earlier images, particularly from the eastern Islamic World, can simply 

19

to be able to conclude with a reference to another forthcoming publication, namely 
World History 

 the Arabic text of  the manuscript, 
Volume II an English translation of  the illustrated sections, and Volume III a series 

University Press, is tentatively 
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Contributions to the Journal

The Editor of  the University of  Edinburgh Journal welcomes and encourages 
submissions from all corners of  the University community, including students, 
alumni, staff, and friends of  Edinburgh. Submissions can be scholarly in 
nature, dealing with a personal experience, a particular interest, or a piece of  
research, or they can be comprised of  creative prose or poetry.

Contributors are also welcome to write reviews of  books, films, theatre 
productions, or other media for inclusion in our reviews section. Our Editorial 
Team can normally secure review copies from publishers which the reviewer 
would be welcome to keep after publication.

There is no cost for submitting a piece of  writing to the Editor, and all 
contributions will be seriously considered. Our Editorial Team will provide 
support and advice on the preparation of  material and accompanying 
illustrations, and each author will receive a complimentary hard copy and 
PDF file of  the issue which includes their published work.

For more information on making a submission to the Editor of  the Journal, 
copy deadlines, and style guidance, please contact our Editorial Team at:

The Editor, University of  Edinburgh Journal
1fR, 18 Buccleuch Place, Edinburgh EH8 9LN
www.uega.co.uk  |  gradassoc@ed.ac.uk

Printed by Cambrian Printers Ltd,
Tram Road, Pontllanfraith, Blackwood, NP12 2YA

UEGA acknowledges permission to use the drawing of  the Old College by 
Lady Lucinda L. Mackay.
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As Robert Hillenbrand writes in a 1974 issue of  the Journal:

‘It is difficult to overrate the importance of  these miniatures as documents of
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